PRESS RELEASE
Trigema boss Wolfgang Grupp wins Maurice Lacroix Business

Award – Entrepreneur Annemarie Lindner to receive lifetime achievement award in Baden-Baden

Baden-Baden (wg) – The entrepreneur Wolfgang Grupp has won this year's Maurice Lacroix Business Award. The owner of the Trigema textile manufacturing company in

Burladingen (Zollernalb district) will be presented with the award at the 5th Baden-Baden Business Night being held in the Kurhaus on 21 October 2011, reported the organiser Dr Reinhard Hofmann on Tuesday in Baden-Baden. As the sport and leisurewear industry's number one and by virtue of the company's production exclusively in Germany, Wolfgang Grupp "optimally fulfils the criteria for the prize for small and medium-sized businesses," said Reinhard Hofmann. The award, a sculpture made by the Majolica porcelain manufacturing works in Karlsruhe, is being presented this year for the fourth time: last year it was won by the Karlsruhe entrepreneur and president of the Baden-Württemberg chamber of trade and commerce (BWIHK), Bernd Bechtold, whose laudatory speech was given by EU commissioner Günther Oettinger.
The strategic orientation and unusually successful development of Trigema, its pole position in the industry, the philosophy, nationwide reputation, and dedication of the sole proprietor Wolfgang Grupp were the criteria for the distinction, explained Hans-Jürgen Wischhof, spokesman for the jury.
This year, for the first time, an award for lifetime achievement is also being presented at the Baden-Baden Business Night: Annemarie Lindner, founder of the natural cosmetics company Annemarie Börlind in Calw, will be receiving the award. The jury praised the 91 year-old entrepreneur as "pioneer and grande dame" of natural cosmetics. Annemarie Lindner jointly founded the Börlind company in Calw with Walter Lindner and Hermann Börner on 1January 1959. The model principles she created for her company were characterised by very personal criteria. The products she developed were produced in harmony with nature. "We fulfil our duty to the state and society through our economic, ecological, social, and constitutional behaviour," was her credo.
According to musical director Dr Michael Böhl, the singer Suzi Quatro, Baccara, and the Goombay Dance Band will be performing in the musical part of the 5th Baden-Baden Business Night in the Benazet Hall of the Kurhaus, which 900 guests are expected to attend. The after-show party is being hosted by the music expert Frank Laufenberg.
At the press conference held in Dorint Hotel Maison Messmer, organiser Dr Reinhard Hofmann said that in its fifth year, too, the Baden-Baden Business Night rests on the three pillars of music, honours for small and medium-sized businesses, and charity. For this reason a charity raffle is being held at the event in support of Stiftung Deutsche Sporthilfe (German Sporting Aid Foundation). Expected in Baden-Baden are sports celebrities such as Olympic decathlon champion Willi Holdorf, world-champion footballer Horst Eckel, Olympic speed skating champion Anni Friesinger, and  world-champion gymnasts Eberhard Gienger and Fabian Hambüchen.
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